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Division 64: Office of the Inspector of Custodial Services, $2 437 000 — 
Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 

Ms M.M. Quirk, Minister for Corrective Services. 

Mr B.J. Cram, Acting Inspector of Custodial Services. 

Mr D. Summers, Director.  

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Perth. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: I refer to page 1039 and to the table headed “Appropriation and Forward Estimates”. Under the 
first item, “Delivery of Services”, the amount authorised by other statutes appears. The 2008-09 budget estimate 
is $402 000—up from $197 000 in 2007-08—and the estimated actual is $211 000. However, in 2009-10, the 
forward estimate drops to $223 000. Can the minister explain the disparity between those figures? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I thank the member for the question. The disparity relates to the pay-out of leave 
entitlements for the outgoing Inspector of Custodial Services, Professor Harding, whose employment will expire 
on 31 July this year.  

MR M.W. TRENORDEN: He must have been there for some time! 

[11.50 am] 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I will explain it, member. The inspector was initially employed under terms and conditions 
of service set by a former Minister for Justice, Hon Peter Foss, MLC. Those conditions included a group 1 
maximum, which is $179 352; 17 per cent employer superannuation—the member for Perth wishes he had 
that—which goes into a fund of the inspector’s choice; and the usual recreation leave of four weeks, long service 
leave, sick leave and public holidays are included in his status as a public servant. He is entitled also to the long 
service and sick leave entitlements that were accrued during his previous employment at the University of 
Western Australia, which had been transferred to his current employment. In addition, he is entitled to six 
weeks’ academic leave a year and a fully maintained motor vehicle. They are the conditions of the current 
inspector. The position for a new inspector was advertised in The West Australian on 10 May. Applications close 
on 26 May and the interviews are expected to take place in July. Given those time frames and the steps required 
for a formal decision to be made, it is unlikely that the new appointee will commence prior to 31 July when 
Professor Harding concludes. In the meantime, Mr Barry Cram, who is the deputy inspector, will be acting in 
that position. The terms and conditions I have just mentioned will not be offered to the incoming inspector. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Further to that, do I have this correct: at the time the previous government was putting ordinary 
workers on workplace agreements and was cutting back on conditions, then Minister Foss gave virtually 14 
weeks’ leave a year to this position? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: The position contains four weeks’ recreation leave and six weeks’ academic leave, plus long 
service accrual. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN: That is about the same amount of leave as a police officer gets under this 
government. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Why was the Inspector of Custodial Services given six weeks’ academic leave? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: As I said, that is not a standard condition and will not be extended to the new inspector. The 
inspector is not here today because he is currently on sabbatical leave as part of the six weeks’ academic leave. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: I refer to the appropriation and forward estimates on page 1039 of the Budget Statements. 
The capital contributions in 2007-08 were estimated to be $79 000 and the budget estimate for 2008-09 is 
$20 000, which is a considerable drop. Why was it so high the year before? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I refer that to Mr Summers. 

Mr D. Summers: The capital contribution relates to a replacement program for our office equipment. It follows 
a five-year cycle and some years are more demanding than others. This current financial year was a particularly 
large year for the replacement of IT equipment, but that will not be repeated next year. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
Meeting suspended from 11.53 am to 12.00 pm 

 


